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THE design given herewith for a wall panel in 
carved wood or in some plastic material like 
Lincrusta, has for its motive the popular American 
plant, known as Indian corn, one of the moBt 




Wall Panel in Plastic Relief. 

beautiful products of Nature. Such a panel pro- 
duced in low dear relief and alternating in all 
directions with other panels of say a rigidly geome- 
trical character, would form an admirable wall 
decoration for a hall or diniug-room, 

STENCIL DECORATION. 

The clever amateur can often produce remark- 
ably effective decorations by the use of 6tencil 
patterns, and considerable field for ingenuity is af- 
forded in designing them. A. simple figure repeated 



subjects for this species of ornament, and the fleur 
de Us is also a favorite pattern. It is well, however, 
to avoid too set a figure, for graceful ornaments 
that are at the same time highly conventional may 
be designed that will possess a greater interest and 
give more scope for originality. We show a few 
ideas that may afford some suggestions to the 
amateur as to the character of figure suitable. 

The design should be drawn of the desired size 
upon heavy manilla drawing paper, due allowance 
being made for the proper ties which are necessary 
for holding the paper together after the pattern has 
been cut out. 

After the design has been completed, the paper 
should be oiled with linseed oil, and when this has 
become thoroughly dry the outlines of the pattern 
should be cut through with a sharp knife so to 
leave a clean edge. The stencil is then ready for 
use. 

Stenciled designs, such as we have shown, can be 
very appropriately used on a background of buck- 
ram or burlap, using either the special staining 
colors applied for use on that material, or various 
shades of bronze. Wail hangings, so treated, are 
particularly appropriate for the hall, library or 
dining-room. 

ENAMEL FINISH. 

EMAMELLED furniture is very appropriate for 
a young girl's room, because of its daintiness 
and simplicity. A very pretty effect may be pro- 
duced by enamelling aa old suit that is sufficiently 
modern in style but somewhat out of date in the 
matter of finish ; but it is a better plan to purchase 
a plain suit or the number of pieces needed, while 
they are in the unfinished state— that is, after the 
furniture has been put together, but before it has 
been varnished or otherwise finished. 

For a set of bedroom furniture ivory-white 
enamel is probably most pleasing. The 6mall 
trimmings may be touched with guilt, if desired; 
and if the set is finished with small headings, as is 
quite frequently the the ease, these also may be very 
effectively done in gold. The enamelling should all 
be finished before the gold is put on. All the fur- 
niture to he enamelled should be given a first coat 







A Stencilled Fkikze. 



in monochrome over the surface of the wall, at 
regular intervals may be made very interesting, and 
when two or three patterns are used, and varied in 
accordance with some regular system, decorations 
of the most elaborate character may he successfully 



of ordinary white paint, and then as many coats of 
enamel as are thought necessary. The gilding may 
be done with gold leaf or with any kind of gold 
paint. Gold paint of good quality produces quite 
as rich an effect as gold leaf, and a new coat may 






nANT ptople there are who would like to pre- 
serve in the form of a tablet of bronze the 
memory of a loved one, or record in such monu- 
mental inscription historical facts concerning pub- 




lic or private buildings, &c, but who are deterred 
from so doing by reason of too great cost. In such 
cases tablets in beaten copper, while equally artis- 
tic and enduring, are much less expensive, and the 
two repousse tablets herewith reproduced, which 
explain themselves, are admirable suggestions for 
this species- of mural decoration. The work is ex- 
ecuted by Mr. Nelson Dawson. 



accomplished. Wreaths or festoons form fitting easily be applied when necessary. 



UXASEL TlKISH—Cwi/mued. 

With the ivory-white wood-work nothing could be 
prettier or cooler-looking in summer than covers 
and cushions for divans and chairs made of the best 
quality of sateen showing a scattered design of 
daisies and grasses upon a light-blue ground. As 
blue is always cold in effect, such furnishings are 
especially suitable for warm weather; and if de- 
sired, other colors, equally delicate, but of warmer 
tone, may be chosen for the winter. Wild-rose 
designs are always pretty and are well suited to 
such an apartment, and there is a pattern of jon- 
quils that is equally cheerful and artistic. The 
paper, paint and carpet or rugs should he con- 
sidered in selecting the other furnishings. 

If a blue or pink room is desired, the enamel may 
be purchased in either color, although a prettier 
effect may usually be obtained by using ivory-white 
enamel, with piDk or blue material for the bed and 
window draperies, cushions, coverings, etc. Enamel 
in a special tint is often needed for a single article 
of furniture, and this may generally be obtained, as 
the range of shades is quite large. 

Enamel is especially valuable for use upon fancy 
screens, small tablts and old chairs, for by its aid 
anyone can easily renovate such ornamental pieces 
when they have become disfigured or soiled, the 
transformations that are thus affected being fre- 
quently surprising enough to suggest the work of 
fairy fingers. This finish is also pretty for rattan 
work. A few coats will transform a discolored 
rattan chair into a really handsome piece of furni- 
ture, the beauty of which may be greatly enhanced 
by the addition of a loose cushion of China silk in 
some pretty design, and a head-rest to match if the 
style of the chair will permit. 



